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AREAS OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
 

• Self-determination in secondary education/transition planning 
• Teacher education: supporting student self-determination in transition education 
• Inclusive education for students with severe disabilities, intellectual disabilities 
• Universal design for learning including the use of assistive technology 
• Post-secondary education for students with intellectual disability 
• Transition assessment 

 
SCHOLARSHIP 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Refereed Articles: 

 
Scott, L.A., Thoma, C.A.,Puglia, L., Temple, P., D’Aguilar, A. (in press). Implementing UDL and UDT: 

A study of special education teacher preparation programs. Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities.  

 

to families and schools, conducted family training, supervised 
residential staff, and acted as liaison between families, foster families, 
schools, and community support services.   
 

Casemanager Northern/Southwest MH/MR Center, Pittsburgh, PA. 1989-1990.  
• Responsible for the coordination of community services for children 

and adults receiving support under Title XIX of Medicaid Waiver 
program.  
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• Provided training and ongoing support for implementation of behavior 

support plans for community support service agencies and families of 
children with disabilities. 

Residential Director Allegheny East MH/MR Center, Pittsburgh, PA. 1987-1988. 
• Responsible for the day-to-day administration of community 

residential program serving individuals with significant disabilities.   

Residential Supervisor Allegheny East MH/MR Center, Pittsburgh, PA. 1986-1987.  
• Responsible for the supervision of staff and administration of two 

group homes for adults with disabilities. 

Program Coordinator Upjohn HealthCare Services, Buffalo, NY. 1984-1986.  
• Responsible for running respite program for families of children with 

mental retardation. Supervised, trained, and scheduled staff for respite. 
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Agran, M., Wojcik, A., Cain, I., Thoma, C.A., Achola, E., Austin, K., Tamura, R., & Nixon, C. (2017). 
Participation of youth with intellectual and developmental disabilities in extracurricular 
activities: Does inclusion end at 3:00pm? Education and Training in Autism and Developmental 
Disabilities, 52(1), 3–12.  

 
Thoma, C.A., Agran, M., & Scott, L.A. (2016). Transition for black youth with disabilities: What do we 

know and what do we need to know? Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation, 45, 149-158.  
 
Thoma, C.A., Cain, I., & Walther-Thomas, C. (2015). National goals for the education of children, 

youth, and young adults with intellectual disability. Inclusion, 3(4), 219-226.  
 

Agran, M., Hughes, C., Thoma, C.A., & Scott, L.A. (2015). Employment social skills: What skills are 
really valued? Career Development and Transition for Exceptional Individuals. Prepublished 
August 25, 2014, DOI: 10.1177/2165143414546741. 

 
Scott, L. A., Alexander, Q., Fritton, S., & Thoma, C.  (2014). An evaluation of culturally responsive 

practices in special education program for preservice educators.  Journal of Curriculum and 
Teaching, 3, 79-93. 

 
Scott, L. A. Fritton, S., Thoma, C. (2014). Evaluation to improve and expand culturally responsive 

practices in special education for preservice educators. Journal of Curriculum and Teaching, 
3(2), 79-93. 

 
Thoma, C.A. (2013). Postsecondary education for students with intellectual disability: Complex layers. 

Journal of postsecondary education and disability, 26, 285-302. 
 
Thoma, C.A., Austin, K., Achola, E., Batalo, C., Carlson, D., Boyd, K., Bozeman, L. & Wolfe, D. 

(2012). The State of Postsecondary Education for Persons with Intellectual Disabilities: What are 
the perceptions of key stakeholders? Creative Education, 3, 1122-1129. DOI: 

10.4236/ce.2012.326168. 
  
Scott, L.A., Saddler, S., Thoma, C.A., Bartholomew, C., Alder, N., & Tamura, R. (2011). Universal 

design for transition: A multi-element brief experimental single subject design study of the 
impact of the use of UDT on student achievement, engagement and motivation. i-manager's 
Journal on Educational Psychology,4(4), 21-32.  

 
Thoma, C.A., Lakin, K.C., Carlson, D., Damzal, C., & Boyd, K.S. (2011). Post-secondary education for 

students with intellectual disabilities: A review of the literature.  Journal on Post-secondary 
Education for Disabilities, 24(3), 175-191.  

 
Getzel, E.E. & Thoma, C.A. (2008). Experiences of College Students with Disabilities and the 

Importance of Self Determination in Higher Education Settings. Career Development for 
Exceptional Individuals, 31(2), 77-84. 
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Thoma, C.A., Pannozzo, G.M., Bartholomew, C., & Fritton, S. (2008). A qualitative study of preservice 
teachers’ understanding of self-determination for students with significant disabilities. Career 
Development for Exceptional Individuals, 31(2), 94-105. 

 
Sutherland, K. S., & Thoma, C. A. (2007). Preventing school dropout through student engagement. 

Effective Interventions in Dropout Prevention: A Practice Brief for Educators. National Dropout 
Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities. 

 
Thoma, C.A. (2006). Transition planning that facilitates student self-determination. Journal of 

Educational Psychology and Counseling, 16(4), 321-326. 
 
Getzel, E. E. & Thoma, C. A. (2006). Voice of experience: What college students with learning 

disabilities and attention deficit/hyperactivity disorders tell us are important self-determination 
skills for success.  Learning Disabilities: A Multidisciplinary Journal, 14(1), 33-39. 

 
Thoma, C.A. & Getzel, E. E. (2005). “Self-determination is what it’s all about”: What post-secondary 

students with disabilities tell us are important considerations for success. Education and Training 
in Developmental Disabilities, 40, 217-233. 

 
Thoma, C.A., Williams, J.M. & Davis, N.D. (2005). Teaching self-determination to students with 

disabilities: Will the literature help?  Career Development for Exceptional Individuals, 28(2), 
104-115. 

 
Thoma, C.A., Held, M.F. & Thomas, K. (2004).  The John Jones Show: How one teacher pulled it all 

together to facilitate self-determined transition planning for a young man with autism. Focus on 
Autism and Developmental Disabilities, 19(3), 177-188. 

 
Thoma, C.A. & Sax, C.L. (2003). Self-determination: What do rehabilitation counseling students know 

and where do they learn it? Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation, 19(2), 89-94. 
 
Brown, M.R., Higgins, K, Pierce, T., Hong, E. & Thoma, C. (2003). Secondary students’ perceptions of 

school life in regard to alienation: The effects of disability, sex, and race. Learning Disability 
Quarterly, 26(4), 25-38. 

 
Thoma, C.A., Held, M.F., & Saddler, S. (2002). Transition assessment practices in Nevada and Arizona: 

Are they tied to best practices? Focus on Autism and Developmental Disabilities, 17, 242-250. 
 
Thoma, C.A., Nathanson, R., Baker, S.R., & Tamura, R. (2002). Self-determination: What do special 

educators know and where do they learn it? Remedial and Special Education,23(4), 242-247. 
 
Saddler, S., Thoma, C.A., & Whiston, S. (2002). School-to-career services and experiences: Are they 

linked with lower dropout rates for high school students in Nevada? Workforce Education 
Forum, 29(1), 41-50.  

 
Thoma, C.A., Baker, S. R., & Saddler, S. J. (2002). Self-determination in teacher education: A model to 

facilitate transition planning for students with disabilities. Remedial and Special Education, 
23(2), 82-89. 
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Thoma, C.A., Held, M., & Tamura, R. (2001). An overview of transition assessment: A person-centered 

approach to supporting student's choices for life. 2000 TASH Conference Yearbook. Baltimore: 
TASH. 

 
Thoma, C.A., Rogan, P. & Baker, S.R. (2001). Student involvement in transition planning: Unheard 

voices. Education and Training in Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities, 36(1), 
16-29. 

 
Thoma, C.A., Wehmeyer, M.L. & Selby, P. (2000). Self-determination: What do teachers know and how 

do they learn it?  1999 TASH Conference Yearbook. Baltimore: TASH.  
  
Thoma, C. (1999). Supporting student voice in transition planning.  Teaching Exceptional Children, 

31(5), 4-9. 
 
Non-refereed papers published: 

 
Thoma, C.A. & Palmer, S. (2015). Policy brief: Goals for the education of children, youth, and young 

adults with intellectual disability. Washington, DC: AAIDD. 
 

Thoma, C.A. & Getzel, E.E. (2008). New horizons for self-determination: Special issue introduction. 
Career Development for Exceptional Individuals, 31(2), 67-68. 

 
Thoma, C.A., Bartholomew, C. & Dell, K.R. (2006, May/June). Supporting student self-determination: 

Employing an ecological approach. TASH Connections, 32(5/6), 16-19. 
 

Finn, D. & Thoma, C.A. (2006, Spring). What is a universal design approach to learning? The 
Professor’s Assistant, 1-3. 

 
Thoma, C.A. (Fall, 2004). What is a universal design approach to learning?  Professional Development 

Academy Newsletter, 1-2. 
 
Thoma, C.A. & Baker, S. R. (Spring, 2001). Transition assessment: guidelines for special educators, 

parents, and students with disabilities. Nevada ACCESS, 5-6. 
 

Thoma, C.A. (2000). Maria’s going to have a baby: Some thoughts on disability, culture, and being a 
woman. UNLV College of Education Multicultural and Diversity Newsletter, 5(2), 2-4. 
 

Baker, S.R. & Thoma, C.A. (2000). Self-determination in the context of multicultural values. UNLV 
College of Education Multicultural and Diversity Newsletter, 4(4), 10-14. 
 

Thoma, C. (Summer, 1999) (Guest Ed.) Positive behavior supports.  Nevada ACCESS edition on 
Positive Behavior Supports.  Nevada ACCESS.  
 

Thoma, C. (1999). Supporting people’s voices in career planning. Supported Employment InfoLines, 
10(6), 4-5. 
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Thoma, C. & Wehmeyer, M. (1999). Student talk about their roles in transition planning. TASH 

Newsletter, 25(5/6), 8-10. 
 

Thoma, C., Held, M., & Bulter, F. (October, 1998). Planning transitions that prepare students for a 
technologically-advanced world. IN-APSE Times, 4(3), 3-5. 

 
Abstracts/Papers presented: 
 
Thoma, C.A., Wojcik, A., Cain, I., Tamura, R., Puglia, L., Nixon, C., Achola, E. (2016, October). 

Involvement of students with disabilities in extracurricular activities: Expanding the discussion. 
Division on Career Development and Transition Conference. Myrtle Beach, SC.  

 
Gibson, D., Thoma, C.A., & Scott, L.A. (2016, October). The school counselor’s role in transition 

planning. Division on Career Development and Transition Conference. Myrtle Beach, SC. 
 
Ham, W., McDonnough, J., Whittenburg, H., & Thoma, C.A. (2016, October). Strategies for success in 

helping young adults with autism spectrum disorder obtain employment. Division on Career 
Development and Transition Conference. Myrtle Beach, SC. 

 
Wojcik, A., Thoma, C.A., & D’Aguilar, A. (2016, October). Applying universal design for transition to 

transportation: An examination of the existing natural support systems. Division on Career 
Development and Transition Conference. Myrtle Beach, SC. 

 
Thoma, C.A. (2016, June). Special educator’s views on the involvement in extracurricular activities by 

students with IDD. American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. 
Atlanta, GA. 

Thoma, C.A., Morningstar, M., Palmer, S., Lemons, C., Lowery, A. (2016, June). National Goals in 
Education: What do we know from research, policy and practice to guide the education of 
students with IDD. American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. 
Atlanta, GA. 

 
Nixon, C., Thoma, C.A., Wojcik, A., Tamura, R., Cain, I., Achola, E. (2016, April). Ensuring a well-

rounded education: Promoting student participation in extracurricular activities. Council for 
Exceptional Children Convention. St. Louis, MO.  

 
Agran, M., Thoma, C.A., Cain, I., Puglia, L., (2015, December). Participation of students with IDD in 

extracurricular activities: Are they included? TASH Conference. Portland, OR.  
 
Cain, I., Chen, C.C., & Thoma, C.A. (2015, December). What promotes independent living? TASH 

Conference. Portland, OR. 
 
Nixon, C., Thoma, C.A., Cain, I., Tamura, R. (2015, November). Participation of students with IDD in 

extracurricular activities: Does inclusion happen after 3pm? Division on Career Development 
and Transition Conference. Portland, OR. 
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Cain, I., Chen, C.C., Thoma, C.A. (2015, November). Predictors of independent living. Division on 
Career Development and Transition Conference. Portland, OR.  

 
Thoma, C.A. & Tamura, R. (2015, June). Participation of students with ID in extracurricular activities. 

AAIDD Conference. Louisville, KY. 
 
Agran, M., Tamura, R., Wojcik, A., Cain, I., Thoma, C.A. (2014, December) . Participation of students 

with significant support needs in extracurricular activities. TASH Conference. Washington, DC. 
 
Nixon, C., Wojcik, A., Cain, I., Tamura, R., Achola, E., Thoma, C.A. (2014, November). Participation 

of high school students with disabilities in extracurricular activities. Division on Career 
Development and Transition. Cleveland, OH.  

 
Boyd, K., Thoma, C.A., Nixon, C. (2014, June). The supports that promote success for students with ID 

in postsecondary education. American Association on Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities. Orlando, FL.  

 
Thoma, C.A. (2014, May). Who are the SSI Beneficiaries (Transition Planning Process). Part of the 

Fixing a Broken System: What the Experts Say about Modernizing SSI and Improving Public 
Policy for Americans with Disabilities Roundtable. Collaboration to Promote Self-
Determination and Mathematica. Washington, DC. 

 
Nixon, C., Thoma, C.A. & Achola, E. (2013, November). Meeting the health care needs of youth with 

disabilities in transition: A survey of current practices. Division on Career Development and 
Transition. Williamsburg, VA.  

 
Thoma, C.A., Tamura, R., & Nixon, C. (2013, November). Transition Assessment Strategies. Division 

on Career Development and Transition. Williamsburg, VA.  
 
Scott, L.A., Best, K., & Thoma, C.A. (2013, November). Linking transition and academic education. 

Division on Career Development and Transition. Williamsburg, VA.  
 
Scott, L.A. & Thoma, C.A. (2013, July). Project PREP: Increasing Collaborative Partnerships to 

Establish Effective Practicum Experiences for Preservice Teachers. OSEP Project Director’s 
Meeting. Washington, DC. 

 
Thoma, C.A. & Wolfe, D. (2013, June). Similarities and differences in PSE programs for students with 

ID: A qualitative examination of programs. American Association on Intellectual and 
Developmental Disabilities. Pittsburgh, PA. 

 
Thoma, C.A., Boyd, K., & Achola, E. (2013, April). Similarities and differences in PSE programs for 

students with ID: A qualitative examination of programs. Council for Exceptional Children, San 
Antonio, TX.  
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Nixon, C., Thoma, C.A. & Tamura, R. (2012, October). Preparing teachers to support self-determination 
of students with disabilities: Description of a training module. Council for Exceptional Children, 
San Antonio, TX.. 

 
Thoma, C.A. & Tamura, R. (2013, January). Similarities and differences in PSE programs for students 

with ID: Developing a classification system. Division on Autism and Developmental Disabilities 
Conference, Kona, HI.  

 
Thoma, C.A. & Salmirs, D. (2012, November). Similarities and differences in PSE programs for 

students with ID: A description of programs. State of the art conference on Postsecondary 
education. Fairfax, VA.  

 
Nixon, C., Tamura, R., Achola, E., Salmirs, D., & Thoma, C.A. (2012, October). Preparing teachers to 

support self-determination of students with disabilities: Description of a training module. 
Division on Career Development and Transition, Denver, CO. 

 
Thoma, C.A., Nixon, C., Tamura, R., Achola, E. & Salmirs, D. (2012, July). Preparing teachers to 

support self-determination of students with disabilities: Description of a training module. 
National Transition Conference, Washington, DC. 

 
Nixon, C., Tamura, R. & Thoma, C.A. (2012, April). Making transition curriculum work for all students. 

Council for Exceptional Children Convention and Expo, Denver, CO. 
 
Bassett, D., Basham, J., Wehmeyer, M.L., & Thoma, C.A. (2012, April). Transition-focused secondary 

engagement: Youth with disabilities succeeding in general education. Council for Exceptional 
Children Convention and Expo, Denver, CO. 

 
Tamura, R., Salmirs, D. Nixon, C., Achola, E., & Thoma, C.A. (2012, January). Effective Strategies to 

Increase Teacher Knowledge in Supporting Student Self-determination. Division on Autism and 
Developmental Disabilities, Miami, FL. 

 
Agran, M., Hughes, C. & Thoma, C.A. (2011, November). Social skills on the job: How important are 

they? TASH Conference, Atlanta, GA. 
 
Thoma, C.A., Salmirs, D. Nixon, C., Achola, E., & Tamura, R. (2011, October). Effective Strategies to 

Increase Teacher Knowledge in Supporting Student Self-determination. Division on Career 
Development and Transition Conference, Kansas City, MO. 

 
Thoma, C.A. & Scott, L.A. (2011, October). Universal design for transition. Transition Conference. 

Scottsdale, AZ. 
 
Thoma, C.A., Batalo, C., Achola, E., Wolfe, D., Boyd, K., & Austin, K. (2010, October). Follow-up to 

the 2009 State of the Science Conference: A qualitative review of meeting transcripts.  
Presentation at the 2010 State of the Art Conference on post-secondary education and individuals 
with intellectual disability. Fairfax, VA 
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Thoma, C.A., & Boyd, K. (October, 2010). Self-determination and person-centered planning.  
Presentation at the 2010 State of the Art Conference on post-secondary education and individuals 
with intellectual disability. Fairfax, VA 

 
Thoma, C.A., Tamura, R., & Gentry, R. (October, 2010). Universal design for transition: Linking 

academic and transition instruction. Division on Career Development and Transition 
Conference, Mystic, CT. 

 
Thoma, C.A., Wehman, P., Boyd, K.S. & Tamura, R. (April, 2010). Getting the most out of IEPs: 

Organizing student direction of the process.  CEC Convention and Expo, Nashville, TN. 
 
Thoma, C.A., Bartholomew, C. & Tamura, R. (October, 2009). Universal design for transition: Impact 

on student achievement in the classroom. Division on Career Development and Transition 
(DCDT) Conference, Savannah, GA. 

 
Thoma, C.A., Tamura, R., Doval, E., Scott, L., & Bartholomew, C. (April, 2009).  Universal design for 

transition: An idea whose time has come. Council for Exceptional Children Convention,  Seattle, 
WA. 

 
Tamura, R. & Thoma, C.A. (October, 2008). Universal design for transition: linking academics and 

transition.  Division on Career Development and Transition regional conference, Milwaukee, 
WI. 

 
Thoma, C.A., Bartholomew, C, and Hendricks, D. (April, 2007) Implementing the Self-Determined 

Learning Model-Making it fit in your classroom.  Council of Exceptional Children (CEC) 
National Conference, Louisville, KY.  

  
Bartholomew, C. and Thoma, C.A. (March 2007) Linking Transition Goals to Academic Standards. 

Division of Career Development and Transition (DCDT) Transition Forum, Norfolk, VA. 
  
Garner, D., Bartholomew, C., and Thoma, C.A. (March, 2007) Mission Possible: Successful Transition 

to Post-Secondary Education- Division of Career Development and Transition (DCDT) 
Transition Forum, Norfolk, VA. 

  
Held, M., Thoma, C.A., Bartholomew, C. (November, 2006) Student Led IEPs. TASH National 

Conference, Baltimore, MD. 
 

Getzel, E.E., & Thoma, C.A. (2006, April). Creating a self-determination model for VCU students. CEC 
Conference, Salt Lake City, UT. 

 
Kregel, J., O’Mara, S. & Thoma, C.A. (2006, April). Social security youth transition demonstration 

project.  DCDT spotlight conference session, CEC Conference, Salt Lake City, UT. 
 

Tamura, R. & Thoma, C.A. (2005, November). Transition: Are IEP goals linked to improved outcomes 
for students with significant support needs?  TASH Conference, Milwaukee, WI. 
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Thoma, C.A., Rogan, P., & Held, M.F. (2005, November). Supporting Self-determination in Transition: 
Research to Practice Stories of Change. TASH Conference, Milwaukee, WI.   

 
Thoma, C.A., Wehmeyer, M.L., & Agran, M. (2005, November). Teaching self-determination to all 

students: Infusing self-determination instruction into a health class curriculum. TASH 
Conference, Milwaukee, WI. 

 
Getzel, E.E., Thoma, C.A., & Finn, D. (2005, November). Creating a self-determination model to help 

students with disabilities enter and remain in college. TASH Conference, Milwaukee, WI. 
 
Thoma, C.A. & Tamura, R. (2005, October). Transition: Are IEP goals linked to improved outcomes for 

students with disabilities?  DCDT Conference, Albuquerque, NM. 
 
Getzel, E.E., Thoma, C.A. & Albrecht, L. (2005, October). Creating a self-determination model to help 

students with disabilities enter and remain in college.  DCDT Conference, Albuquerque, NM.  
 

Thoma, C.A., Getzel, E.E., Rosenberg, R., Locke-Scott, S., & Keller-Guenter, Y. (2005, October). The 
Youth Transition Demonstration Project: Making a difference in transition services for youth 
with disabilities. DCDT Conference, Albuquerque, NM. 

 
Thoma, C.A., Getzel, E.E., & Finn, D. (2005, April). Creating a self-determination model to help 

students with disabilities enter and remain in college. CEC Conference, Baltimore, MD. 
 
Thoma,C.A. & Dell, K. (2005, April). Teaching self-determination to elementary students with 

disabilties.  CEC Conference, Baltimore, MD. 
 
Getzel, E.E., Thoma, C.A. & Finn, D. (2005, March). Importance of self-determination for post-

secondary success: What students with disabilities tell us are important considerations.  
Presentation at VA Transition Forum 2005. Williamsburg, VA.  

 
Thoma, C.A. (2005, March). The role of standards-based education in transition. Virginia Transition 

Forum 2005. Williamsburg, VA.  
 

Thoma, C.A., Getzel, E.E., & Finn, D. (2004, November). Self-determination for post-secondary 
success: What students with disabilities tell us are important considerations.  TASH Conference, 
Reno, NV. 

 
Sax, C.L. & Thoma, C.A. (2004, November). What do rehabilitation professionals know about self-

determination?  TASH Conference, Reno, NV. 
 
Williams, J. & Thoma, C.A. (2004, November). Teaching Self-Determination to Students with 

Disabilities: Will the Literature Help? TASH Conference, Reno, NV. 
 
Williams, J. & Thoma, C.A. (2004, October).  Self-determination in the literature: How widely read 

does one need to be?  9th International Conference on Cognitive Disabilities/Mental Retardation, 
Autism, and Related Disabilities, Las Vegas, NV. 
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Thoma, C.A. & Getzel, L.E. (2004, October). Self-determination for post-secondary education success: 
What students tell us are important considerations for transition planning. 9th International 
Conference on Cognitive Disabilities/Mental Retardation, Autism, and Related Disabilities, Las 
Vegas, NV. 

 
Sax, C.L. & Thoma, C.A. (2003, December). Self-determination and rehabilitation: Making transition 

seamless. TASH Conference, Chicago, IL. 
 
Thoma, C.A. & Getzel, E.E. (2003, December).  Students with cognitive disabilities in higher education: 

Models of support.  TASH Conference, Chicago, IL. 
 
Held, M.F., Thoma, C.A., Thomas, K., & Kelly, M. (2003, December). Using technology to facilitate 

self-determined transition planning. TASH Conference, Chicago, IL. 
 
Thoma, C.A. & Wehmeyer, M.L. (2003, December).  Goal setting for students with disabilities: 

Teaching this core component skill.  TASH Conference, Chicago, IL. 
 
Thoma, C.A. (2003, September).  Wise practices in transition assessment. Arizona Statewide Transition 

Conference,  Tucson, AZ. 
 

Thoma, C.A. (2003, September). Using self-determination in transition planning: It's more than the 
meeting.  Arizona Statewide Transition Conference,  Tucson, AZ. 

 
Thoma, C.A. & Held, M.A. (2003, February). Facilitating self-determination: What to do before and 

after the transition IEP meeting.  Division for Developmental Disabilities Biennial Conference, 
Kauai, HI. 
 

Thoma, C.A., & Sax, C.L. (2002, December). Transition Assessment: Wise Decisions for Quality Lives.  
TASH Conference, Boston, MA. 
 

Held, M.A. & Thoma, C.A. (2002, December). Self-determination: What happens after the meeting? 
TASH conference, Boston, MA. 
 

Thoma, C.A. & Sax, C. (2002, March). Transition Assessment: Wise practices for quality lives. Pacific 
Rim Conference on Disabilities, Honolulu, HI. 
 

Saddler, S. & Thoma, C.A. (2002, March). SCANS revisited: What do special educators need to know? 
Pacific Rim Conference on Disabilities, Honolulu, HI. 
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Search Committee, Emotional Disabilities, Adjunct Assistant Professor, Spring, 2005.   

 
Member, Division Scholarship and Awards Committee, Fall, 2002-Fall, 2004. 

 
 School: VCU School of Education 

 
Chair, Online Program Task Force. Fall, 2016-present. 
 
Chair, Search Committee for Chair of Department of Foundations of Education. Fall, 2016-
Spring, 2016. 
 
Chair, Search Committee for Chair of Department of Educational Leadership. Fall, 2015-Spring, 
2015. 
 
Member, Chair’s Council & Leadership Council. Fall, 2013-present.  
 
Member, Teaching and Research Annual Faculty Evaluation task force, Summer, 2015-Present. 
 
Member, Community, culture and voice task force, Fall, 2015-present. 
 
Member, Doctoral Program Advisory Board, Fall, 2011-Fall, 2013. 
 
Chair, Doctoral Program Advisory Board, Fall, 2007-Fall, 2010. 
 
Member, Research and Scholarship Committee, 2009-2010 and 2010-2011 Academic Years. 
  
Member, Promotion and Tenure Committee, Fall, 2006-July, 2008 and Fall, 2010-Spring, 2013. 
 
Ex officio member, Ed.D. Task Force, Fall, 2007-Spring, 2008. 
 
Ex officio member, Ed.D. Program Committee, Summer, 2008-present. 
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Member, PhD program task force, Fall, 2006-Spring, 2007. 
 
Member, Assessment Committee, Fall, 2006-Spring, 2007. 
 
Member and Co-chair, NCATE steering committee, Fall, 2003-June, 2006. 
 
Chair, Cultural diversity committee, Fall, 2005-Spring, 2006. 
 
Member, Doctoral program admission committee, Spring, 2005-Summer, 2007. 
 
Member, Clinical Evaluation task force, Spring, 2004-Fall, 2004. 
 
Member, Faculty Evaluation ad hoc committee, Fall, 2004. 
 
Member, Faculty Organization, Fall, 2002-Spring, 2005. 
 
Member, Assessment Task Force, Fall, 2002-Spring, 2006. 

 
University: VCU 

 
Member, Search Committee, University ADA Coordinator, Division for Equity and Diversity, 
Spring, 2013. 
 
Member, Promotion and Tenure Committee, Candidate for Dean of School of Social Work, 
Spring, 2010. 
 
Chair, Awards and Recognition Committee, Council for Community Engagement, Fall, 2008-
Spring, 2010. 
 
Member, Council for Community Engagement, SOE representative, Fall, 2007-present. 
 
Member, Graduate School Awards Committee, Fall, 2007-present. 

 
Senator, Faculty Senate.  Fall, 2002-Fall, 2005. 

 
State: Virginia 

 
Member, Virginia Higher Education Leadership Partnership (HELP). April, 2003-2010. 

 
Legislative Liaison, Virginia Division on Career Development and Transition, September, 2002-
January, 2004. 
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State: Nevada/Other 

 
Expert Testimony, A-2855 or Matthew’s Law.  Assembly Health and Human Services 
Committee and Assembly Oversight Committee Hearings, New Jersey State Assembly, January 
16, 2003.  
 
Expert Testimony, A.B. 280 or Anti-aversives/positive approaches Legislation. Assembly Health 
and Human Services Committee, Nevada State Assembly, Spring, 1999. 
 
Board of Directors, Opportunity Village, Las Vegas, NV. June, 1998- October, 2000. 
 
Chair, Advisory Board, University Affiliated Program, University of Nevada, Reno, NV, 
December, 1997-May, 2002. 
 
State Team Member, Nevada Positive Behavior Supports Team, January, 2000 - June, 2002. 
  
Guest Editor: Nevada ACCESS, Special Edition on Positive Behavior Supports, Summer, 1999. 
 
President, TASH-SN, August, 1998-June, 2002.  Coordinated efforts related to passage of 
Assembly Bill #280: Anti-aversives/positive approaches state legislation with Attorney Sara 
Winter and Assemblywoman Barbara Buckley.  
 
Chair, Conference Committee, Nevada Community Inclusion Conference January, 1997-
November, 1998. 

 
 Regional: 
 

Regional Representative, Association for Persons in Supported Employment. July 2001-July 
2002.   

 
National: 

  
President, Education Division, American Association on Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities (AAIDD). July, 2015-present. 

 
Strand Leader, Education Strand, National Goals for Individuals with Intellectual Disability. 
Spring, 2015-present. 

 
Member, Awards Committee, American Association on Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities. Spring, 2015-Spring, 2018. 

 
Special Edition Guest Co-Editor, Special Edition of Journal of Postsecondary Education and 
Disability (JPED) with Dr. Dawn Carlson. Publication date: Fall, 2013. 
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Member at large, Board of Directors, Council for Exceptional Children.  January 1, 2010- 
December 31, 2013. 

 
Nominations Committee, CEC, January, 2011-December 31, 2013.  

 
Proposal reviewer, CEC convention: Transition strand. Summer, 2006-present. 

 
Proposal reviewer, DCDT conference.  Summer 2006-present. 

 
Chair, Ad hoc committee on financial diversification.  Division on Career Development and 
Transition.  July 1, 2008-June 30, 2009. 

 
Executive Board, Division on Career Development and Transition, July 1, 2003-present (served 
as Secretary (2 years), Vice President (1 year), President-elect (1 year), President (1 year), and 
Immediate Past President (1 year).  

 
Proposal reviewer, Personnel Preparation Program: Transition, Office of Special Education 
Programs (OSEP). Summer, 2011. 

 
Proposal reviewer, Personnel Improvement Project Competition, Office of Special Education 
Programs (OSEP). Fall, 2009; Summer, 2010; Summer, 2011. 

 
Proposal reviewer, National Institute for Disability Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR), Office of 
Special Education and Rehabilitation Services (OSERS). Competitions in Community Living 
and Health Promotion Rehabilitation Research and Training Centers (RRTC), Spring, 2008. 

 
Member, Interdivisional Caucus, Council for Exceptional Children, July, 2006-June, 2008. 

 
Member, Program Advisory Committee, CEC, July 2005-June, 2007. 

 
Special Edition Guest Co-editor (with Elizabeth Evans Getzel). Career Development for 
Exceptional Individuals, professional journal.  Special edition on Self-determination: New 
Horizons.  Summer, 2008.  

 
Member, Editorial board, Journal of Emotional and Behavior Disorders, professional journal, 
April, 2012-present. 

 
Member, Editorial board, Education and Training in Developmental Disabilities, professional 
journal, March, 2006-present.  

 
Member, Editorial board, Research and Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities, Spring, 
2011-present. 

 
Member, Editorial board, Career Development for Exceptional Individuals, professional journal, 
September, 1999 - September, 2002; June, 2005-present. 
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Member, Editorial board, Journal of Post-secondary Education and Disability, professional 
journal, November, 2007 - present. 

 
Member, Editorial board, Journal of Vocational Rehabilitation, professional journal, November, 
2003-present. 

 
Ad hoc reviewer: Remedial and Special Education, manuscript on post-secondary education. 
Spring, 2014. 

 
Ad hoc reviewer: Inclusion, manuscript on self-determination. Spring, 2014. 

 
Guest Reviewer: American Journal on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, manuscript 
on self-management strategies, Fall, 2011. 

  
Guest Reviewer: Career Development for Exceptional Individuals, special edition on Teacher 
Preparation in Transition Planning.  Fall, 2003.. 

 
Proposal reviewer, CEC Conference, 2005-present. 

 
Proposal reviewer, TASH Conference, 2004-present. 

 
Proposal reviewer, DCDT Conference, October, 2003; October 2005-present. 

 
Member, Employment Committee, TASH, December, 1998-2009 

 
Member, Emma Rose Scholarship Committee, TASH Conference, November, 2000-December, 
2001. 

  
Member, Publications Committee, (TASH), May, 1997-December, 2002. 

 
Member, Conference Committee, APSE, July, 1998- September, 2002. 

 
Local arrangements committee chair, Association for Persons in Supported Employment 
Conference, July, 2001. 

 
External Reviewer from Promotion/Tenure Consideration: 

 
Dr. Sandra Warren, for consideration for promotion to Full Professor at East Carolina University. 
Summer, 2015. 

 
Dr. Audrey Trainor, for consideration for tenure as Full Professor at New York University. 
Summer, 2014. 

 
Dr. Kavita Rao, for consideration for promotion to Associate Professor with Tenure. University 
of Hawaii at Manoa. Summer, 2013. 
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Dr. Kendra Williams-Diehm, for consideration for promotion to Associate Professor with 
Tenure, University of Oklahoma. Summer, 2012. 

 
Dr. Jeanne Novak, for consideration for promotion to Associate Professor with Tenure, 
University of Toledo, Summer, 2011. 

 
Dr. Susan Palmer, for consideration for promotion to Research Professor, University of Kansas, 
Summer, 2010. 
 
Dr. Sarah Johnston-Rodriguez, for consideration for promotion to Associate Professor, Northern 
Illinois University, Fall, 2009. 
 
Dr. Kristine Weist Webb, for consideration for promotion to Professor, University of Northern 
Florida, Fall, 2009.  
 
Dr. James Skouge, for consideration for promotion to Associate Professor, University of Hawaii 
at Manoa, Fall, 2007. 
 
Dr. Susan Palmer, for consideration for promotion to Associate Research Professor, University 
of Kansas, Fall, 2005. 

 
OTHER SIGNIFICANT COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 
Consultant. Henrico County School Division/Byrd Middle School student. Coordinated Person-
centered planning process. Fall, 2013-Spring, 2014. 
 
Advisory Committee, Mary and Frances Youth Center at VCU. Service on the Professional 
Development Workgroup. Fall, 2012-Summer, 2013. 
 
Binford Middle School.  Inservice training on inclusive practices. Series of four (4) workshops 
presented to teacher teams on instructional planning, collaboration, UDL, and collaboration/co-
teaching. AY 2010-2011.  
 
Thompson Middle School.  Inservice training on inclusive practices.  Series of four (4) 
workshops presented to teacher teams on instructional planning, collaboration, co-teaching, and 
universal design.  AY 2007-2008; AY 2006-2007. 

 
MEMBERSHIP IN ORGANIZATIONS AND SOCIETIES 
 

Professional (including dates and offices held) 
 
Council for Exceptional Children. 2010-2013. Board of Directors Member at Large. 
Elected term January 1, 2010-December, 31, 2012.   
 
Council for Exceptional Children. 1996-present. Divisions: Division on Career Development 
and Transition (Immediate Past President, July 1, 2008-June, 2009; President, July, 2007-
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present; President elect, July, 2006-June, 2007; Vice President, July, 2005-June, 2006; 
Secretary, April, 2003-June, 2005); Division on Autism and Developmental Disabilities, 
Division on Research, Teacher Education Division.  
 
TASH (formerly The Association for Persons with Severe Handicaps) 1993-present.  President 
of Nevada TASH chapter, 1999-2002. Vice-president of Nevada TASH chapter, 1998-1999. 

    
Association for Persons in Supported Employment. 1997-2010.  President of Nevada APSE 
chapter, 2000-2001; Secretary/Treasurer of Nevada APSE Chapter, 1999-2000. 
 
American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. 1994-present. President, 
Education Division, July 1, 2015-Present.   
 
American Educational Researchers Association.  2002-present.  Special Interest Groups: Teacher 
Education; Disability Studies in Education.   

 
  

SPECIAL AWARDS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND OTHER HONORS 
 
Education Strand, National Goals for Individuals with intellectual disability, Strand Leader, 
Spring-Summer, 2015. 
  
American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, Fellow (FAIDD), June, 
2014.  
 
Collaboration to Promote Self Determination, Ruderman Family Policy Fellowship, January 
2014-June 2014.  
 
Oliver P. Kolstoe Award, from Division on Career Development and Transition, for 
contributions to the field of Transition other than teaching. November, 2013.  
 
Distinguished Switzer Research Fellowship.  Awarded by NIDRR. October 1, 2011-December 
31, 2012. 
 
Distinguished Service Award. Presented at CEC Board of Directors Meeting, October, 2012.  
 
Outstanding Service Award.  Presented at Annual CEC conference, DCDT business meeting.  
April, 2008. 
 
Research Award. Presented at annual School of Education faculty award reception.  April, 2007. 
 
Outstanding Service Award.  Presented at Annual CEC conference, DCDT business meeting.  
April, 2006. 
 
Finalist.  Joseph P. Kennedy Foundation Fellowship.  Spring, 2007. 
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Collaboration Award, College of Education, UNLV. May, 2002. 
 

Distinguished Mentor Award, CEC Chapter #406. Presented at annual banquet, May, 2001. 
 

Lily Fong Distinguished Teaching Award, College of Education, UNLV.  Presented at 
President’s Reception, May, 2001. 

 
Distinguished New Faculty Award, College of Education, UNLV.  Presented at UNLV 2000 
Honors Convocation, April, 2000. 

 
Positive Approaches Award.  Recognition from TASH, for contributions toward public policy in 
support of positive behavioral approaches in the passage of legislation AB 280 which prohibits 
the use of aversive procedures in Nevada.  December, 1999. 

 
Legislative Award of Excellence, to TASH-Southern Nevada for advocacy in ensuring that all 
Nevadans with disabilities receive respect and equality in care and treatment under the law with 
passage of AB 280.  Presented by Assemblywoman Barbara Buckley and Governor Kenny 
Guinn. November, 1999. 

 
Alice H. Hayden Award. TASH, for achievements and promise in research, teaching, and 
community service.  November, 1996. 
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